OPEN LETTERS. 


Added synonymy. 

- In noticing the revision of the N. Am. Alsineae by I)r. B. L. Rob- 

inson, in the August number of the Gazette, was it fair to say that in 

u>ing t le name Spergularia, lie lias “added to the synonymy of this 
n uch vexed group ’? Certainly he did not add that name to the 
m opvmy, rot it is the one which has been-in most general use since 
• tune ot resl, and until botanists can settle the relative precedence 
i >e resur r ec ted names Tissa and Buda, those who follow the gen- 
*! '\ s , a S e f of half a century can hardly be the ones who “disturb our 
peace —John H. Redfiei.d, Philadelphia, Pa. 

‘ a ^ Ura u no re f ere nce was made to the addition of Spergularia to 

1; onyrny, but to the consequent addition of new binomial combina 
tions.— Eds . 1 . , , ... . . !LZ_SSSSS3 


IVIarchantia as a type. 

Bf. Underwood’s objection to the use of Marchantia as a type in 

aridr °°& lca l .courses of study expressed in several places recently 

erated in his vice-presidential address at Brooklyn last month 

srmtf. • me ^ ase( ^ u P on a misunderstanding. I use this plant con- 
mus* c ^ asses ’ but not, as Dr. Underwood seems to imply it 

no . , e us cd> as a type of the heterogeneous Hepatic*. Certainly 
mista f er at all familiar with morphology could make so evident a 

otthf* e aS ^ ^ use 'b an< ^ ^ think others also use it, as a type 

addre VCr ' i y e ^ 0 P m cnt which Professor Underwood in his admirable 
the th 7/r Uset * 15 to illustrate, viz., the greatest possible complexity of 
leafy 3 x' US ^° r ne ' t b er the other two lines of development, of a 
The n J S ‘K°r ^ • lle s P oro gone, do I take types from the Hepatic*, 
in one S 'f k 1CS these directions I find far better illustrated 

\V er . f \ . true mosses, such as a Bryuni or a Brachythecium. 
such a ^boratoty handbook for a course in morphology, 

Pi '//>»/i t lur ’ Barnes » and Coulter’s Plant Dissection, or Bower's 
honored vr a *u* ^ am i nc *ined to think T should include the tirne- 
fact that j/*. arca antia as one of the bryophvte types, in spite of the 
the low-' 1 re f >resen tative of only a small group of hepatics and 









